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Building Area: (sf)

32,000 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 

Withheld at Owner’s Request

Construction Cost

Withheld at Owner’s Request

Date of Substantial Completion:

June 2017

Location of Project:

Rochester, NY

Type of Project (check one):

Residential

___Single Family

___Multi-Family

Commercial/Industrial

___Small Project – <$2 Million

_X_Large Project – >$2 Million

Institutional

___Small Project – <$2 Million

___Large Project – >$2 Million

Interior Design and Environment

___ Education

___ Healthcare

___ General 

___Urban Design

Project Description/Project Title and Data:

We were challenged in part to convert this 1973, 27-story office building into a mixed-use development. 

Proposed uses included retail and commercial spaces within the below grade Concourse and first floor, office 

space on lower floors and a combination of rental apartments and condominiums on the upper floors. 

We provided master planning, design, and construction documents for the tower’s drive loop and entrance 

canopy, lobby interior renovation, and the seventeenth and eighteenth floor apartments. 

Drive Loop & Canopy Arch

Planning for the drive loop was anchored in the intention to be more engaging with the existing urban fabric. 

The entry arch, designed to complement the tower’s curvaceous personality among Rochester’s skyline, 

required precise planning and detailing for structural, cladding, and glazing. Extensive coordination was done 

between the design team and the contractors. 

Lobby Design

Renovation included the removal of escalators, reorientation of the floor plan, and new finishes including ceiling 

and lighting elements. The new look served to brighten and modernize the vocabulary of the Lobby while 

maintaining signature elements of the original design. Consideration for future restaurant and a coffee kiosk 

was included as program items in treatment of the space. 

17th & 18th Floor Apartments

Floor layout including individual unit types within the overall plans was constructed for the seventeenth floor 

residential conversion. Interior design finish materials for apartment units and common corridors were provided, 

including flooring, wall treatments, window treatments, and decorative lighting. 
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HISTORY

Built in 1973 and designed by John Graham 

and Company, the structure had not seen 

renovation since the mid-1980’s. 

Interior design was outdated while the main 

entrance lacked the same dynamic appeal 

conveyed by the structure at large. 

Photo: Democrat & Chronicle  12/19/1967
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1. Existing entrance

2. Previously demolished pedestrian bridge

3. Original site Masterplan model

4. Original building newspaper press release
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EXTERIOR EXISTING 

The severe and gloomy exposed 

aggregate spiked wall surrounding the 

sunken courtyard, reminiscent of a 

medieval palisade and moat, placed a 

defensive barrier between the tower and 

the street, isolating the building from that 

urban environment it is a product of. 

The Client desired to reach out to the 

street in a way that felt natural, would 

soften the curb aesthetic, would fit with 

the unique character of the building, and 

take advantage of under utilized space. 

1. View along Clinton Ave 

facing South

2. Existing sunken Courtyard

3. Path to existing main 

entrance
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SITE PLAN 

The existing building sits back from the 

streets at a major intersection. A green 

space and an elevated plaza are situated 

at the intersection. An existing entry to a 

below grade concourse level with shops is 

accessed from Main Street. The new entry 

loop built over the courtyard area provides 

for short term parking and a valet while 

parked under the new canopy, protecting 

visitors from the elements. The dramatic 

procession from the street, under the 

canopy and into vestibule invites guests 

into the renovated lobby.

100’50’25’0
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Waltercolley.com
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 40’20’10’0
ENTRY CANOPY ABOVE

VESTIBULE

BRIDGE

RECEPTION DESK

GRANITE BASE
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UPPER PLAN 40’20’10’0
CANOPY TRUSS

VESTIBULE ROOF

EXPOSED FRAMING

GLAZING
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ARCH 

Precise coordination was performed 

between the design team and the 

fabricators through design and 

construction. 3D models were shared in 

order to keep all parties synchronized 

while working toward completion. 

The Arch trusses were fabricated in shop 

where each of the three sections 

comprising the front and back truss were 

test fit together and then the middle 

section of the entire assembly was test fit 

to ensure that when it was brought on site, 

everything would fit together seamlessly. 
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FRONT ELEVATION

Waltercolley.com

20’10’5’0



102019-17

SECTIONS & ELEVATIONS

20’10’5’0
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LOBBY

1. Existing lobby with escalators and intermediate landing. 

2. Demolition of the landing after dismantling of the escalators.

3. New structure added at the first floor level of the Lobby.

4. Floor slab poured and light gauge framing for finishing.

5. Finished Lobby with new bridge connecting to the new main building 

entrance.

1

2 3 4

5

The intermediate landing previously had a 

pedestrian bridge that went over Main Street, 

connecting to the building across the street. 

Demolition on the neighboring building began 

in 2010, and the bridge was removed in 2011; 

leaving the landing with no function and no 

need for the escalators. The escalators and 

landing were imposing on the otherwise airy 

lobby. Original renderings from the building’s 

construction showed a bridge was considered 

at the first floor level, but was never included 

in the final design. 

Waltercolley.com
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LOBBY BEFORE & AFTER

The client desired to open up the lobby by 

removing the escalators and landing that were no 

longer in use. A new connection to Main Street 

was added with the drive up loop, and required a 

direct route for access in the space without the 

need to divert guests around the perimeter 

walkway of the floor opening. 

Consideration for future restaurant and a coffee 

kiosk was included as program items in treatment 

of the space. 

EXISTING

CONCEPT 

SKETCH

BUILT Waltercolley.com
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LOBBY INTERIORS

The modern updates capitalize on the amount of 

light let in by the existing windows, while the 

ribbon-esque art installation suspended at 

entrance participates in this light play, 

complementing the space with its soft yet lively 

personality. 

New finishes were applied to refresh the space 

from dated ‘value’ office spec finishes and 

traditional patterns, providing more elegance in 

materials and modern patterns.

New lighting was added to brighten up the space 

and add character. The existing unique light 

fixtures were retained for their character, but 

modernized to be brighter with cleaner light 

output. 

The new look served to brighten and modernize 

the vocabulary of the Lobby while maintaining 

signature elements of the original design. 

Waltercolley.com

Waltercolley.comWaltercolley.com
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LOBBY INTERIORS

Lighting around and incorporated into the reception desk 

gives visitors a sense of direction, while providing a 

dynamic, eye-catching element of color.

Waltercolley.com
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APARTMENT FLOOR PLAN

The existing 17th and 18th floor had 

been gutted to provide a clean slate 

for converting the previous office 

space into apartment units. The 

apartments also received new 

mechanical systems via heat pumps 

connected to the existing hot water 

and cooling tower systems. Build out 

of the 17th and 18th floors began in 

the spring of 2016 and was 

completed in the summer of 2017.  

40’20’10’0
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APARTMENT UNIT PLAN

Unit floor plans were arranged to 

capitalize on the natural light from the 

existing floor to ceiling windows and 

maximize usable space of the 

footprint.

Apartment amenities and finishes 

were selected to evoke a sense of 

modern luxury. 

16’8’4’0

Waltercolley.com
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APARTMENTS

Waltercolley.com Waltercolley.com

Waltercolley.com


